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Unit 7: Technology. 

Introduction  Grammar: The past simple of the verb “to be”. 
Vocabulary: Dates. 
Reading and listening: The first e-mail. 

Grammar  Past simple: regular and irregular verbs. 
Pronunciation: “-ed” of regular verbs. 

http://eslus.com/LESSONS/PRONUNCI/EDENDING/ED.HTM 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/radio/specials/ 

1413_gramchallenge26/page2.shtml 

 
Reading and listening: The first TV advert, The first phone call, The 
first passenger flight, The first tourist in space. 

Working life  Computer problems. 
Reading and writing: An e-mail. 
Listening: A computer helpline. 

Real world 
 

Computers and the Internet.  
Vocabulary: Computers (equipment, systems, problems, the Internet). 

 
 

Unit 8: Careers. 
Introduction  Vocabulary: Career summaries. 

Reading and listening: Curriculum vitae and letters of application. 
Grammar  Past simple: regular and irregular verbs (questions and negatives). 

Reading and listening: Job interviews. 
Working life  Explanations. 
Real world 
 

A career story.  
Vocabulary: Jobs. 
Grammar: Irregular verbs. 
Reading and listening: Kao’s career. 
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Saying the date in English 
Dates. (Las fechas) 

We can say dates either with the day before the month, or the month before the day: 
(Podemos decir las fechas, nombrando primero el día y luego el mes o al revés.) 

The first of January / January the first. 

Remember to use ordinal numbers for dates. (Recuerda que debes utilizar los números 
ordinals para las fechas.) (The first, the second, the third, the fourth, the fifth, the 
twenty-second, the thirty-first etc.) 

Years (Los años) 
For years up until 2000, separate the four numbers into two pairs of two: (Para decir los 
años hasta el 2000, separamos los números en parejas) 

1965 = nineteen sixty-five 1871 = eighteen seventy-one   1999 = nineteen ninety-nine 

For this decade, you need to say “two thousand and —-” in British English: (Para esta 
década, ya no es así) 

2001 = two thousand and one 2009 = two thousand and nine 

Careful with the following dates: (Ten cuidado con las siguientes fechas) 
 
1900 = nineteen hundred  1600 = sixteen hundred 
 
Examples: 
 
4/5/1967 = The fourth of May nineteen sixty-seven. 
        May, the fourth, nineteen sixty-seven. 
 
Note: British and American English are different: 
the second of December 2007 is written in British English like this: 2/12/07 (para los 
británicos, esta fecha es el dos de diciembre) 
and in American English like this: 12/2/07 (para los estadounidenses, esta fecha también 
es el dos de diciembre, ya que el primer número corresponde al mes y el segundo al 
día). 

Write these dates: 
1.  5/3/1970     6.  7-22-85 (American English) 
 
2.  11-08-64     7.  10/30/1943 (American English) 
 
3.  3/15/39 (American English)  8.  04/12/28 
 
4.  09/04/2001    9.  2-2-02 
 
5.  1-1-01     10. 12/01/1990 
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Past Simple of "TO BE": Exercises. 

 

Match the verbal forms on the right with the pronou ns on the left.  

 
 

I /he / she / it      weren't 
 
you/ we / they     were 
 
I /he / she / it (neg)     wasn't 
 
you/ we / they (neg)     was 
 

 
Decide the correct form of the verb To Be in Past S imple. 

 
1. My friend Lynn and I ___ in a concert last summer in London. 

a. was  b. were 
2. Mum and dad ___ in the concert, too. 

a. was  b. were 
3. ___ you at the concert, too? 

a. was  b. were 
4. We ___ outside the stadium for 5 hours to see the singer when he 

arrived. 
a. was  b. were 

5. It ___ very hot and sunny. 
a. was  b. were 

6. Lynn and I ___ singing all the concert. 
a. was  b. were 

7. It ___ midnight when the concert finished. 
a. was  b. were 

8. I ___ 10 when I first saw him on TV. 
a. was  b. were 

9. 9. He ___ on a TV show. 
a. was  b. were 



 77 

 

THE PAST TENSE 

 

Regular verbs 

Affirmative: 

 

Form: Infinitive + ed  

    

Examples:  walk + ed   walked 

 laugh + ed   laughed 

 want + ed   wanted 

     

Note: cry   cried Si delante de la “y” hay una consonante: y → i 

 carry   carried  

Pero: play --- played 

 

 love   loved Si el verbo acaba en “e” sólo añade –d. 

 hope   hoped  

 

 stop   stopped Si el verbo acaba en consonante + vocal + consonante →  se 
dobla la consonante final.  

 drop   dropped  
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Irregular verbs 

 Affirmative: 

Examples: Infinitive Past simple Infinitive Past simple 

 am, is was see saw 

 are were do did 

 can could take took 

 go went have had 

Regular and irregular verbs 

Negative:  

Form: didn't (= did not) + infinitive 

He didn't go to her last party. 

They didn't like his story. 

BUT: was not (wasn't), were not (weren't), could not (couldn't), had not got (hadn’t got) 

   

Interrogative:  

Form: did + infinitive 

Did he go to her last party?  

Did they like his story? 

BUT: Was he angry? Were they late? Could they swim? Had they got a car? 

  

Key words: yesterday, last week (month, Monday, October,...), in 1984, ago 

 (Son palabras que indican que la frase está en pasado.) 
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PAST SIMPLE.   

Affirmative   Negative Interrogative  

regular             irregular

I studied 
You studied 

 
He studied 
She studied 
It studied 

We studied 
You studied 
They studied 

I went 
You went 

 
He went 
She went 
It went 

We went 
You went 
They went 

I didn't study/ go  
You didn't study/ go 

 
He didn't study /go 
She didn't study/ go 
It didn't study/ go 

We didn't study/ go 
You didn't study/ go 
They didn't study/ go 

  

Did I study/go? 
Did you study/ go? 

 
Did he study/ go? 
Did she study/ go? 
Did it study/ go? 

Did we study/ go? 
Did you study/ go? 
Did they study/ go? 

  

Las formas irregulares sólo son irregulares en afirmativa. 
 
La –ed de las formas regulares sólo aparece en afirmativa.  
 
 
 
EL PASADO SIMPLE DE LOS VERBOS REGULARES. 
 
REGLAS DE PRONUNCIACIÓN. 
 
La –ed de los verbos regulares se puede pronunciar de tres formas: 
 
 
/t/ Cuando el verbo termina en un sonido sordo. Ejemplos: liked, missed, watched, 
washed, laughed, stopped. 
 
 
/d/ Cuando el verbo termina en un sonido sonoro. Ejemplos: studied, loved, robbed. 
 
 
/Id/  Cuando el verbo termina en /t/ o /d/. Ejemplos: wanted, mended. 
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